
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of the Ramona Chamber of Commerce is to develop and maintain a climate for viable economic growth, to promote 

loyalty to and networking for local businesses and to demonstrate an outstanding leadership role in our community. 

Ramona  
Heart of SD 

County 

It’s NO FAIR 

It’s no fair! This seems 
to be the mantra for 
2020. 

As we move into July, 
we are seeing more of 
our businesses open, and 
we are eager for 

the go-ahead to get back 
out there — safety protocols in place, of course. 

It has been a tough test for our Ramona Chamber 
of Commerce Directors this year, and a 

tough year for anyone who is in a position of 
having to make decisions. The Ramona 

Fireworks program was not the first event the 
Chamber had to cancel this year, but it was 

heartbreaking, nonetheless. The affirmation the 
Chamber received from the county telling 

us we made the right call — because they would 
have canceled our permit — only let us 

know we made the right decision, it didn’t help 
with our disappointment. 

A more personal blow was dealt at the end of May, 
when the community lost one of its 

most dedicated members — Bob Murray, Chamber 
Director and Chair of Scholarships & 

Educational Grants. Bob Murray held our 
Scholarship Committee meeting on Zoom in 

April, and four recipients were chosen from among 
the applicants. The Chamber was 

unfortunately not able to award the money due to 
the current circumstances. 

Directors recently voted to create a Bob Murray 
Scholarship, the first of which was 

awarded to 2020 graduate Blake Yule of Montecito 
High School, thanks to a generous 

donation from Casey and Tiffany Lynch of Rancho 
Land Co. Many of the events that the 

Chamber holds are fundraising events. Scholarship 
awards are part of that money raised. 

Because of the Lynches, one scholarship has been 

given, and the Chamber is working 

hard to try and award the three other scholarships 
by the end of the year. 

Now, Directors have had to make another tough, 
heartbreaking decision. There will be no 

Ramona Country Fair in 2020. It’s all the sadder as 
this was to be the 50th annual fair. 

Chamber Executive Director Joe Stupar has been 
in constant contact with the county. The 

situation is very fluid, but given the amount of time 
and cost involved with preparation, 

the county has strongly recommended that we do 
not go forward, because as things stand 

now, our permit would be denied. The rides are 
unable to participate, concerts are not 

allowed, and safety protocols would be difficult. In 
addition, the Ramona Junior Fair will 

be going to an alternative format. The preliminary 
planning and work began in January, 

and the decision was pushed as far as possible. 
Attention will be turned to 2021, when the 

Ramona Country Fair and Ramona Junior Fair will 
celebrate 50 years together! 

This announcement does not mean that the 
Directors are giving up on all the community 

events that the Chamber puts on each year. We are 
still moving forward on the Taste of 

Ramona, the Motorcycle Rally is being expanded 
to a two-day event at the Ramona 

Outdoor Community Center (more details to 
come), and, of course, there is the beloved 

Christmas Tree Lighting! 

Rest assured, Ramona Chamber of Commerce 
Directors are not giving up on any event 

until there is no option left. The state is opening 
up, medications are working on some of 

the most seriously ill, and vaccines that look 
promising are in the works. 

As tired as we all are of all things coronavirus, we 
ask everyone to continue to do your 

part. Follow the guidelines — they are not there to 
protect only you, they are also there to 

protect others. Ramona is strong and resilient. I 
look forward to seeing you all around R 

Town.—Karen Domnitz, President 
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1306 Main Street Suite 103 

Ramona, CA 92065 

Telephone: (760) 789-1311 

Fax: (760) 789-1317 

E-mail: rccstaff@ramonachamber.com 

www.ramonachamber.com 
 

Executive Directors 
President                               Century 21 Award    
Karen Domnitz                              619-884-7654    

  
Vice President                         Ramona Sentinel                         
Susan McCormick            760-789-1350 x 4560 

 

Secretary              Ramona Home Journal 
Michael Raher                              760-788-8148 

 

Treasurer                                       Chase Bank 
Paul Zawilenski                            760-703-2353 

 

Immediate Past President 
Bob Krysak           Krysak and Associates 

760-789-9314 
Directors 

 

Kevin Brown                KB Sales and Marketing 
      760-877-3134 

 

Leigh Eisen                                       LE Designs  
310-995-9442 

 

Carol Fowler                             MJN Real Estate 
760-522-177 

   
Cindy Galloway    Ramona Community Foundation 

760-271-1194 
 

Bob Hailey                  Kiwanis Club of Ramona 
760-522-2625 

 

 

Madison Kirkman        W. T. Kirkman Lanterns         
760-789-2156 

 
 

Patrick Osio                Ramona Disposal Service 
760-789-0516 

 

Manny Pasternack   
Law Offices of Barry Pasternack 

619-230-1007 
 

Amber Ramirez                      Farmers Insurance 
760-789-0010 

 

 

Ambassador Chair 
 

Katy Filek                                 Cricket Wireless 
      760-789-9266 

Staff 
 

Joe Stupar                              Executive Director 
 

Victoria MacKenzie     Administrative Assistant 
 

Michelle Sund              Administrative Assistant 
 

The Ramona Chamber of Commerce Business 
News” (USPS-004701) is published  

monthly by Ramona Chamber of Commerce. 
Membership includes $15 per year  

for monthly newsletter. Circulation 300. 
 

Postmaster– send address corrections to: Ramona Chamber of 
Commerce, 1306 Main Street Suite 103, Ramona CA 92065. 
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RAMONA  CHAMBER OF COMMERCE CORNER 

 
Join us as we highlight local businesses as they work to adjust to the ever 
changing environment and serve the community the best they can.   
 
You can join us live at noon, coming up on the schedule: 
 
June 24th-Wasa Sushi and Ramona Ranch Winery 
 
If you are interested in having your business highlighted contact the Chamber at 
760-789-1311 or rccstaff@ramonachamber.com.  



 

 

Bob Murray, longtime Ramona resident, volunteer, friend, 
father, grandfather and all around steward of love and 
kindness passed away May 28, 2020. We cannot begin to 
express the void this leaves, but at the same time we 
celebrate, admire and honor his legacy. 

Bob was a longtime member of many community service 
organizations including the Rotary, VFW and Ramona 
Chamber of Commerce to name a few. As a member of the 
Rotary he managed the Student of the Month program, for 
the Chamber he was truly dedicated to the scholarship 
program for all high school seniors in Ramona. He was a 
patron and supporter of all things Ramona and the Java Hut 

was a hub of social connections for many years. Bob was tireless in his efforts and his 
shoes will never be filled. We appreciate all that Bob did and the impact he made on 
future generations. Rest in peace friend, you will never be forgotten. 

The Ramona Chamber of Commerce in conjunction with local business owners have 
created the Bob Murray Memorial Scholarship fund. We thank Casey and Tiffany Lynch 
from Rancho Land Co. for their contribution of $1000 to start the scholarship fund. 

We want to carry on the valuable contribution to the students of Ramona. We truly 
believe Bob would want to see more opportunities for more students as they embark on 
their future. If you would like to donate in honor of Bob please contact the Chamber at 
760-789-1311 or rccstaff@ramonachamber.com. 



 

 

The Ramona Chamber of Commerce in collaboration 

with sponsors, shown here, launched the Reboot 

Ramona program designed to support all businesses 

as they navigate returning to commerce with the 

restrictions that are in place.  

The boxes are available for pickup by appointment or 

can be delivered to your location.  

 

Each box provides: 

• Masks, 

• Hand Sanitizer (compliments of San Diego 

Sunshine) 

• Gloves 

• Soap 

• List of requirements to reopen 

• Copy of the Safe Reopening template 

• Member to Member Discount information 

• Step by step guide to follow  courtesy of the 

Ramona Home Journal.  

This program was launched the beginning of June 

and if you are interested in receiving your kit please 

email the Chamber at rccstaff@ramonachamber.com 

 

Thank you to all of our Sponsors! 



 

 

The Ramona Chamber of Commerce and the Scholarship Committee are long standing 

supporters of students and educators in the community. While we saw the school year for 

our high school students come to an abrupt end, we were not giving up hope to present a 

deserving student a scholarship to support his/her future beyond high school. We receive 

many applications and this year was no exception! 

Bob Murray, our Committee Chair would have wanted nothing more than to continue this 

program and in his honor with the generous support of Casey and Tiffany Lynch we were able to award Blake Yule, Montecito 

High School Senior a scholarship in the amount of $1000. Blake was awarded in a small ceremony at the Chamber office on 

June 20, 2020.  

Blake intends to pursue a career as a Master Plumber and wan an outstanding leader for the SKILLS USA program under the 

instruction of Nick Jordan at Montecito High School. Blake was awarded Student of the Month and was recognized for 

outstanding attendance and a  GPA of 4.0. Additionally, he has been part of championship competitions for SKILLS USA 

having been awarded three medals. Blake was also the Valedictorian of the Montecito Class of 2020.  Nick Jordan said of 

Blake, “ I knew that he was something special as his work ethic, dependability and attitude were amazing and he always asked 

great questions. Blake is one of the hardest working students I have ever had in my five years of teaching.”  

CONGRATULATIONS BLAKE YULE! 

 

Pictured above are Paul Zawilenski,-Chamber Treasurer, Casey and Tiffany Lynch-Bob Murray Scholarship Donors, Blake Yule-Scholarship 

Recipient, Karen Domnitz-Chamber President, Nick Jordan-Montecito High School  and Amber Ramirez-Chamber Board Member 



 

 

 

Economic Development Committee 

Supporting Our Local Businesses 

1306 Main Street #103 

760.789.1311 

Ramonachamber.com 


